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Albuquerque ï On the morning of August 
22, Governor Bill Richardson welcomed a 
standing-room only crowd to the to the 
East Entrance Renovation Project ribbon-
cutting ceremony at the Indian Pueblo 
Cultural Center (IPCC).  The Governor 
recognized IPCC President Ron Solimon, 
Board Chairman Ron Shutiva, Cabinet 
Secretary of Indian Affairs Alvin Warren, 
and welcomed numerous other tribal and 
state leaders and dignitaries. 
     Said Governor Richardson, ñAs you 

can see, this new East Entrance renova-
tion was designed to greet the morning 
sun, and to offer an unobstructed view of 
the Sandia Mountains, sacred to the 
Pueblos.  For 32 years now, the Indian 
Pueblo Cultural Center has been making 
an invaluable contribution to educating 
New Mexicans and visitors from all over 
the world to the 19 Pueblos of New Mex-
ico, and to their rich history, culture, and 
artistry.ò   
     The Governor continued, ñIôve always 
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valued my relationship with New Mexicoôs tribes 
and pueblos, and I am honored to stand by you 
all as we celebrate a new era for the Cultural 
Center.  I proudly supported this renovation ï 
working with Pueblo leaders, IPCC staff, and leg-
islators to secure the $3 million dollars in capital 
funding, which adds nearly 19-thousand square 
feet to the main building.ò 
     Governor Richardson acknowledged the work 
of  Speaker Ben Lujan; Senators Dede Feldman, 
John Ryan, Cisco McSorley; and Representa-
tives Rick Miera, Daniel Silva, Mini Stewart, Gail 
Chasey, Ernest Chavez, Ed Sandoval, and 
Roger Madelena in appropriating funding for this 
project.  
      Said Ron Solimon, ñWe would like to acknowl-
edge Rick Bennett Architects and Global Struc-
tures Incorporated for their exceptional project 
design and construction in carrying out the inten-
tion behind this expansion project:  to make the 
Indian Pueblo Cultural Center even more inviting 
to the public and to provide needed renovation to 
the existing building.  This will all go toward pro-
viding a more prominent and welcoming street 
frontage that will feature original Pueblo artwork 
and southwestern building design.  Just as an 
example, inherent in the foundation of the design 
are 19 exterior columns, representing each of 

New Mexicoôs Pueblos, decorated 
with embossed reproductions of 
each Pueblosô tribal seals.ò 
     The newly renovated IPCC 
Pueblo Harvest Café, already a fa-
vorite eating place for New Mexi-
cans and tourists alike, will feature 
expanded seating for 300 and con-
tinue serving exceptional Native 
American traditional cuisine.  A new 
exterior Horno oven will be used to 
prepare traditional (pueblo) oven 
bread daily and seasonal specialties 
throughout the year.  Besides the 
popular breakfast and lunch menu, 
dinners will include traditional Native 
American foods such as:  Buffalo 
Tenderloin, Grilled Salmon, New 

Mexican Lamb, and seasonal game.  Weekend 
evenings and brunches will include live entertain-
ment on the patio. 
     With the additional seating capacity, the self-
sustaining Indian Pueblo Cultural Center, owned 
by the 19 Pueblos, will be able to host and sup-
port additional Pueblo events and conferences, 
as well as further enhance their programming 
and outreach efforts.  Said IPCC Board Chair-
man Ron Shutiva, ñI want to thank everyone in-
volved with the renovation project for their dedi-
cated support in helping us champion this impor-
tant state investment in the IPCC expansion, 
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Governor Bill Richardson speaks to a full house in the new IPCC outdoor area.                                                                                                              

Governor Bill Richardson and Secretary Alvin Warren meet and 

greet IPCC ribbon-cutting attendees.             Marlene Kelley photo 
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which is truly a significant enhancement to Albu-
querque and the state, and will offer even greater 
opportunity to showcase our Pueblos, and serve 
as a hub for Indian cultural and educational 
events.ò 
     Cabinet Secretary Alvin Warren said, ñSince 
1994, the state of New Mexico has contributed a 
total of approximately $6 million in capital outlay 
funding to the Cultural Center for improvements 
and expansion.   I would like to again thank Gov-
ernor Richardson, all of the state legislators and 
the leadership of the 19 Pueblos and the IPCC 
for their vision and their support in making this 
project a reality.  I also want to recognize my de-
partmentôs Capital Outlay unit staff for all of their 
hard work in facilitating the successful completion 
of this and hundreds of other important Native 
American capital outlay projects throughout our 
state. ò 
  

IPCC renovated restaurant and interior court. Nicolas Pecastaing photo 


